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Message From Our President  
 

Jackie Valentine 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
"Jazz is ______." 

It’s a simple sentence but very powerful because it probably 
means something different to everyone. To me, Jazz is 
liberating. Sometimes, when listening to jazz music, I feel a 
sense of freedom. Free to explore my inner thoughts as I indulge 

in the rhythmic sounds of the instruments. I find it intriguing how each musician 
finds their own sound and style. For example, two jazz saxophonists may play 
the same instrument yet they both have styles that are uniquely different (i.e. 
Boney James and Warren Hill). 
Listening to jazz music and discussing it is a portion of what we, 
members of the Jacksonville Jazz Society, enjoy. So, mark your 
calendars for Saturday, February 23, 2019. We will host our quarterly 
“listening party”. There will be food, fun, and prizes. Please check 
your email for more details. By the way, congratulations are in order 
to our new chairperson of the membership and fundraising 
committee, Ms. Selena Menedez as she heads this event.= 

Reminder April is Jazz appreciation month and we will also celebrate 
Founder’s Day. Therefore, I’m asking ALL members to be in 
attendance as we celebrate the men who founded this great 
organization. This will be the tenth anniversary and we really want to 
show our founder how much we love and appreciate him. Again, 
please check your email for more details. 

Thank you all for everything you do to help us “Keep Jazz Alive in 
Jacksonville." 
 
 
J. Valentine, BSN, RN 
Jacksonville Jazz Society, President	

 
 
 



 
The foundation of the Jacksonville Jazz Society includes supporting 
Jazz venues throughout our area. Next month the Jacksonville 
University Performing Arts Series will present a Jazz concert 
featuring multiple GRAMMY nominated pianist Geoffrey Keezer. From 
his body of work, Geoffrey commands the attention typically reserved 
for the living legends of jazz. During JU's Jazz Week, he will work and 
perform with JU's Jazz Program students and will be featured with his 
trio in a concert Friday, March 29th 7:30 pm at JU's Terry Concert 
Hall. Professor John Ricci (he was our guest lecturer last year), has 
offered the JJS members free admission to the concert. At our March 
JJs Meeting, there will be a signup sheet for members would like to 
attend the concert. Please make plans to support the JU Jazz Studies 
Program that evening. 

Jazz in the Black Box: 
"The JU's Jazz Combos in Concert" 
Bringing this historic and popular event back to the Black Box 
Theater, the JU Jazz Combos perform original arrangements and 
projects. Join us for an intimate Village Vanguard/Blue Note evening 
in Jacksonville. 

Phillips Fine Arts 19 (Black Box Theater) 
Thursday, March 28 at 7:30 pm 
 
 

Please remember where you put your sheet on "Jazz Listening Tips." (It was also 
published in our newsletter) Time to study and listen, as there will a quiz on the 
tips of listening to Jazz. 



 

 
The Education Committee has distributed JJS Scholarship 
Applications to Douglas Anderson, Jacksonville University, University 
of North Florida and Edward Waters College. If you know of a high 
school in our area that has a Jazz studies program, please share that 
information at our meeting in March. 
 

 

 
 
Von Barlow was inducted into the Jacksonville Jazz Festival Hall of 
Fame for his commitment to sustaining the sounds of jazz in 
Jacksonville and his dedication to the annual Jacksonville Jazz 
Festival and The Great American Jazz Piano Competition. Barlow 
has performed at the Jacksonville Jazz Festival several times and 
played in The Great American Jazz Piano Competition rhythm section 
four times, including the first year when Marcus Roberts and Harry 
Connick, Jr. were finalists. He has also performed with the late O.C. 
Smith at the famous Woodstock Festival of 1969 and has played with 
Mose Allison, Lou Rawls, The Ray Charles Trio, Eddie Harris, Bobby 
Hutcherson, Bunky Green, Roy Ayers, Etta James, and many other 
jazz greats. 
 
  



 
 

 
  



 
 
  



 
 
 
  



 
 



 
  



 

 



 
  



 
 



 
  



 
  



 
 
  



 
 



 
 
  



 
  



 
  



 
 
  



 
 
  



 
 
 


